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didn't receive much notice until 1880 when college glee clubs became popular and during the 
heyday of the barbershop quartet it was a natural. It took Elvis Presley's performance of the 
tune with new words (Love Me Tender) to shoot this song to immortality in 1956. Due to 
advance orders, Presley's recording for RCA went gold before the recording was released. It 
is also sung at the United States Military Academy at West Point as Army Blue, traditionally 
heard at football games. 
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This tune was written by William Steffe around 1855 in South Carolina. The two lyrics associated 
with it then were  "Canaan's Happy Shore" and "Brothers, Will You Meet Me?" and both were 
campfire songs.  By 1860 "John Brown's Body", about the famed abolitionist, was sung to the 
tune. Julia Ward Howe's words were first published on the front page of The Atlantic Monthly in 
February 1862 and those are the words most people know today.  Julia Ward Howe's lyrics 
appeared in Martin Luther King Jr.'s "How Long, Not Long" speech in 1965 and in his last speech, 
given the night before he was assassinated, his last public words were "Mine eyes have seen the 
glory of the coming of the Lord". In the 1940's the song was revived when Fred Waring began to 
include it his live concerts. It was such a hit that he ended his concerts with it for 32 years. This 
tune has been used in 44 films including Mother Machree (1928), The Right Stuff,  and Rocket 
Science (2007). Alexander Glazunov included this tune throughout his Triumphal March, op. 40 
(1892) which he composed for the Columbian Exposition in Chicago. 
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This was the  last of 189 songs written by Stephen Collins Foster and was published  
posthumously the year before the Civil War ended. Foster had been discouraged at the 
end of his life as he struggled with depression and difficulty writing successful songs. At 
this time, Chicago was a "muddy town on stilts" and Lyon and Heady opened their first 
store in which they began  to repair harps from Europe.
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Found along the Missouri and Ohio Rivers, this appeared in at least six broadsides. 
Broadside were publications used to disperse news, advertisements, proclamations as 
well as the lyrics to songs. Typically, only the words to songs were published, with a 
note as to what tune was to be used.  They were usually sold by peddlers. The lyrics to 
this tune extoll the wonders of the plains, the buffalo herds, the plentiful fish in the 
rivers, and the sugar cane . It is a song of hope sung by those brave enough to seek 
their fortunes in the American West. 

==========================& _̂_««««« . _̂_««««« «̂««« ««««̂ «̂«««
C

«̂«««j «̂««« œ»»»»J «̂«««F/C

«̂«««j «̂«««
Dm

«̂«««j «̂«««
G

_̂««««j _̂««««
C

_̂««««j _̂«««« . _̂««««ll ll ll ll ””

early 18th century America

The Buffalo
The Banks of the Pleasant Ohio

         
     

Short Cuts © Barbara Fackler 2008
www.hornandharp.com/publications

Songs of America compiled by Barbara Ann Fackler 



==========================& # 68 »»»» »»»»œ œ œ»»»» .
G œ»»»» œ»»»»J œ»»»»

C œ»»»»J œ»»»» œ»»»»J «̂«««D «̂«««j «̂««« «̂«««j «̂««« . «̂««« #· «̂«««j œ»»»»
G «̂«««j œ»»»» #œ»»»»Jll ll ll ll ll ll

==========================& # œ»»»»
D œ»»»»J œ»»»» œ»»»»J œ»»»» œ»»»»J œ»»»»

A #œ»»»»J œ»»»» .
D œ»»»» b · «««« ««««ˆ ˆ œ»»»»

D7 œ»»»»J œ»»»» «̂«««j œ»»»»
G œ»»»»J œ»»»» œ»»»»Jll ll ll ll ll

==========================& # «̂«««
Em œ»»»»J œ»»»»Bm/Dœ»»»»J œ»»»» .

C œ»»»» œ»»»»J œ»»»» .
G œ»»»» .D œ»»»»

C œ»»»»J œ»»»» »»»» »»»»œ œ «̂«««
G œ»»»»J «̂««« «̂«««j «̂««« .

D

«̂««« œ»»»» »»»»œll ll ll ll ll ll

==========================& # œ»»»»
G œ»»»»J œ»»»» œ»»»»J œ»»»»

Am œ»»»»J œ»»»» œ»»»»J «̂«««D «̂«««j «̂«««
G/B

«̂«««j «̂«««
Am7

«̂«««j œ»»»»
Em/G

«̂«««j «̂«««D «̂«««j «̂««« .ll ll ll ll ll

Found along the Missouri and Ohio Rivers, this appeared in at least six broadsides. 
Broadside were publications used to disperse news, advertisements, proclamations as 
well as the lyrics to songs. Typically, only the words to songs were published, with a 
note as to what tune was to be used.  They were usually sold by peddlers. The lyrics to 
this tune extoll the wonders of the plains, the buffalo herds, the plentiful fish in the 
rivers, and the sugar cane . It is a song of hope sung by those brave enough to seek 
their fortunes in the American West. 

==========================& # «̂««« . «̂««« œ»»»» »»»»œ œ»»»»
G œ»»»»J œ»»»» œ»»»»J œ»»»»

C/G œ»»»»J œ»»»»
Am œ»»»»J «̂«««D «̂«««j «̂«««

G

«̂«««j «̂««« . «̂«««ll ll ll ll ””

early 18th century America

The Buffalo
The Banks of the Pleasant Ohio

         
     

Short Cuts © Barbara Fackler 2008
www.hornandharp.com/publications

Songs of America compiled by Barbara Ann Fackler 



==========================& bbb 68 «««« ««««ˆ ˆ œ»»»» .
Eb œ»»»» œ»»»»J œ»»»»

Ab œ»»»»J «̂««« «̂«««j «̂«««
Bb
«̂«««j «̂««« «̂«««j «̂««« . «̂««« n· «̂«««j «̂«««

Eb
«̂«««j «̂««« n«̂«««jll ll ll ll ll ll

==========================& bbb œ»»»»
Bb œ»»»»J œ»»»» œ»»»»J œ»»»» œ»»»»J œ»»»»

F n«̂«««j œ»»»» .
Bb œ»»»» b · «««« ««««ˆ ˆ «̂«««

Bb7
«̂«««j «̂««« «̂«««j «̂«««

Eb «̂«««j œ»»»» «̂«««jll ll ll ll ll

==========================& bbb «̂«««
Cm œ»»»»J œ»»»»

Gm/Bbœ»»»»J œ»»»» .
Ab œ»»»» œ»»»»J œ»»»» .

Eb œ»»»» .
Bb œ»»»»

Ab œ»»»»J «̂««« «««« ««««ˆ ˆ «̂«««
Eb
«̂«««j «̂««« «̂«««j _̂«««« .

Bb
_̂«««« «̂««« «««

«̂ll ll ll ll ll ll

==========================& bbb œ»»»»
Eb œ»»»»J œ»»»» œ»»»»J œ»»»»

Fm œ»»»»J «̂««« «̂«««j «̂«««
Bb
«̂«««j «̂«««

Eb/G
«̂«««j «̂«««

Fm7

«̂«««j «̂«««
Cm/Eb

«̂«««j «̂«««
Bb
_̂««««j _̂«««« .ll ll ll ll ll

Found along the Missouri and Ohio Rivers, this appeared in at least six broadsides. 
Broadside were publications used to disperse news, advertisements, proclamations as 
well as the lyrics to songs. Typically, only the words to songs were published, with a 
note as to what tune was to be used.  They were usually sold by peddlers. The lyrics to 
this tune extoll the wonders of the plains, the buffalo herds, the plentiful fish in the 
rivers, and the sugar cane . It is a song of hope sung by those brave enough to seek 
their fortunes in the American West. 

==========================& bbb _̂«««« . _̂«««« «̂««« ««««̂ œ»»»»
Eb œ»»»»J œ»»»» œ»»»»J œ»»»»

Ab/Ebœ»»»»J «̂«««
Fm

«̂«««j «̂«««
Bb
«̂«««j «̂«««

Eb
«̂«««j «̂««« . «̂«««ll ll ll ll ””

early 18th century America

The Buffalo
The Banks of the Pleasant Ohio

         
     

Short Cuts © Barbara Fackler 2008
www.hornandharp.com/publications

Songs of America compiled by Barbara Ann Fackler 



==========================& C »̇»»» .
C œ»»»» œ»»»»

G7

«̂««« œ»»»» œ»»»» wC wll ll ll ll

==========================& »̇»»» .
C G7œ»»»» œ»»»»C œ»»»» œ_»»»»F œ»»»»C wG7 wll ll ll ll

==========================& »̇»»» .
C G7œ»»»» »̇»»» .C C+#œ»»»» _̇»»»»F »̇»»» »̇»»» .

Fm6œ»»»»ll ll ll ll

Many believe this American folk song to be the granddaddy of the blues. It's roots are hazy, 
perhaps dating to the early 19th century in Kentucky. By the late 1920's famous singers like 
Bessie Smith began to record their renditions and by the 1930's it was frequently heard on 
the radio.  By this time George Gershwin's Summertime from Porgy and Bess (1935) was 
already popular.  Jerome Kern, Rodgers and Hammerstein were also composing popular 
music, much of which is still listened to today. 
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During the Revolutionary War, only "Yankee Doodle" was  more popular than this song. It later 
became a standard with Sacred Harp singers when Philip Dodderidge wrote religious words to 
replace the patriotic words of Billings. American composer William Schuman used the tune in the 
third movement of his "New England Triptych" (1956). 
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replace the patriotic words of Billings. American composer William Schuman used the tune in the 
third movement of his "New England Triptych" (1956). 
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George M. Cohan considered Yankee Doodle Dandy to be his personal song. He was born on the 3rd of July but 
always wished he that he shared the nation's birthday.  New York City mayor LaGuardia proclaimed July 3, 1942 to 
be George M. Cohan Day after James Cagney starred in the movie Yankee Doodle Dandy, the story of Cohan's 
life.  Cohan's other hits include Give My Regards to Broadway and Mary's a Grand Old Name.                                                     
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George M. Cohan considered Yankee Doodle Dandy to be his personal song. He was born on the 3rd of July but 
always wished he that he shared the nation's birthday.  New York City mayor LaGuardia proclaimed July 3, 1942 to be 
George M. Cohan Day after James Cagney starred in the movie Yankee Doodle Dandy, the story of Cohan's life.  
Cohan's other hits include Give My Regards to Broadway and Mary's a Grand Old Name.                                                                   
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In 1831 Lowell Mason (hymn writer) asked Samuel Francis Smith to translate some lyrics in 
German school songbooks or to write new lyrics. During the project, a melody from Muzio 
Clementi's Third Symphony caught his attention. Instead of translating lyrics, he wrote his own, 
creating this American patriotic hymn. At the time he had no idea that the British national anthem 
had its beginning from the same symphony. The text we as Americans associate with this melody 
was first performed on July 4, 1831 at a children's Independence Day celebration in Boston and 
it was first published in 1832. 
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Cowboy songs are different from country music. Cowboy music is earlier and some 
hold that it is more purely “American”. American songs tend to mimic the pattern of 
speech rather than the form of European classical music forms which included scales 
and  larger leaps. It is a more gentle melodic line than the folk music of the British Isles 
and less rhythmically complex than Hispanic or African music.  Harmonic progressions 
in cowboy music are often unorthodox.  American country music appeared  about the 
1930s in the form of Hillbilly music and has its roots in  the folk music of southern 
America (Cajun, Afro-American and Latin American influence).  

Home on the Range,  Kansas, 1875
Authorship of this is most often given to Dr. Brewster Highly and Dan Kelly, both 
Kansas homesteaders in 1873. Dr. Highly, who wrote the words first, lived about twenty 
miles from Kelly who was the best guitar play in Smith County. They gave it the title "My 
Western Home". They failed to copyright the song and today it has many variants. It was 
a favorite of many public officials and in 1947 became the state song of Kanas and was 
used as the theme song for the 1980 movie Where the Buffalo Roam. 

Cowboy’s Dream
Listen for the quote from  “My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean”.

The Streets of Laredo
 Also known as the "Cowboy's Lament",  this ballad has been popular for many years. 
The lyrics are in the form of a dying cowboy’s last words. Johnny Cash, Joan Baez, 
Roy Rogers, Marty Robbins, Chet Atkins, Arlo Guthrie, Rex Allen and many country 
and western singers, as well as avante garde rocker John Cale, the British pop group 
Prefab Sprout and Mercury Rev have recorded versions of this song. 

Round Her Neck She Wore a Yellow Ribbon
First published in 1831, this was revived first in 1917, then again in the mid-20th century. 
This is the title John Valentine gave the song but it's also been known as All Around My 
Hat (1830) and She Wore a Yellow Ribbon (1954) when Ralph Flanagan recorded it for a 
movie of the same name. In 1951 Tommy Tucker and Eddie Miller both recorded it and 
radio broadcasts shot it up the charts. During WW I it was used by the U.S. Army. Mitch 
Miller (1958) and Bing Crosby (1962) both recorded it as well.  Roy Rogers and Dale 
Evans used it in the first movie they shared together,  The Cowboy and the Senorita of 
1944. 
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Cowboy songs are different from country music. American country music didn’t appear until 
about the 1930s and has its roots in  the folk music of southern America influences by Cajun, 
Afro-American and Latin American influence.  The earliest country music was Hillbilly music. 
Cowboy music is earlier and some hold that it is more purely “American”. American songs tend 
to mimic the pattern of speech rather than the form of European classical music forms which 
included scales and  larger leaps. It is a more gentle melodic line than the folk music of the 
British Isles and less rhythmically complex than Hispanic or African music.  Harmonic 
progressions in cowboy music are often unorthodox. 
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Written at the request of singer Gilbert Fox by Joseph Hopkinson, Hail Columbia was an immediate 
national success.  The lyrics were intended to "rouse the American spirit" and they did just that. In 
the audience for the premiere performance was President John Adams and his entire cabinet.  At 
the time France and England were at war with each other and Congress had just passed the Alien 
and Sedition Act.  So moved by feelings of patriotism and American Independence, the audience 
stood during the seventh encore and sang the chorus with Fox. Within a week the song was 
performed in New York City and very soon the entire fledgling nation knew of it. For the next 25 
years or so Hail Columbia was played at flag-lowering ceremonies on American ships.          

Benjamin Franklin learned to play harp while in France as ambassador (1777-1784) and was a  fan of 
the music of the Irish harpist/composers Turlough O'Carolan.  Thomas Jefferson's daughter 
Martha studied harp in Paris with the same teacher as Franklin (Madame De Genlis) and a harp was 
kept at Monticello. Louise Adams, wife of President John Quincy Adams played harp at the White 
House as did Dolley Madison, wife of 4th president James Madison.    
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Written at the request of singer Gilbert Fox by Joseph Hopkinson, Hail Columbia was an immediate 
national success.  The lyrics were intended to "rouse the American spirit" and they did just that. In 
the audience for the premiere performance was President John Adams and his entire cabinet.  At 
the time France and England were at war with each other and Congress had just passed the Alien 
and Sedition Act.  So moved by feelings of patriotism and American Independence, the audience 
stood during the seventh encore and sang the chorus with Fox. Within a week the song was 
performed in New York City and very soon the entire fledgling nation knew of it. For the next 25 
years or so Hail Columbia was played at flag-lowering ceremonies on American ships.          

Benjamin Franklin learned to play harp while in France as ambassador (1777-1784) and was a  fan of 
the music of the Irish harpist/composers Turlough O'Carolan.  Thomas Jefferson's daughter 
Martha studied harp in Paris with the same teacher as Franklin (Madame De Genlis) and a harp was 
kept at Monticello. Louise Adams, wife of President John Quincy Adams played harp at the White 
House as did Dolley Madison, wife of 4th president James Madison.    
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Authorship of this is most often given to Dr. Brewster Highly and Dan Kelly, both Kansas 
homesteaders in 1873. Dr. Highly, who wrote the words first, lived about twenty miles from 
Kelly who was the best guitar play in Smith County. They gave it the title "My Western Home". 
They failed to copyright the song and today it has many variants. It was a favorite of many 
public officials and in 1947 became the state song of Kanas and was used as the theme song 
for the 1980 movie Where the Buffalo Roam. 
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Sir Henry Bishop's melody can be heard in the underscore of "The Wizard of Oz" (1939) as 
Dorothy speaks the words "There's no place like home". It is quoted in Sir Henry Wood's 
"Fantasia on British Sea Songs" and in Alexandres Guilmant's "Fantasy for Organ" Op. 43. 

While the tune is British, the words are decidedly American, written by John Howard Payne 
while living abroad for the drama "Clari, the Maid of Milan". The play was turned into an opera 
and this song had great success. Payne himself lived without a true home most of his life. After 
his mother died when he was 13, he moved about a lot. 

In 1967 Sinji Iwamure wrote a new Japanese wedding hymn to this melody. It is one of several 
Western style songs popular at Japanese weddings. 
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Sir Henry Bishop's melody can be heard in the underscore of "The Wizard of Oz" (1939) as 
Dorothy speaks the words "There's no place like home". It is quoted in Sir Henry Wood's 
"Fantasia on British Sea Songs" and in Alexandres Guilmant's "Fantasy for Organ" Op. 43. 

While the tune is British, the words are decidedly American, written by John Howard Payne 
while living abroad for the drama "Clari, the Maid of Milan". The play was turned into an 
opera and this song had great success. Payne himself lived without a true home most of his 
life. After his mother died when he was 13, he moved about a lot. 

In 1967 Sinji Iwamure wrote a new Japanese wedding hymn to this melody. It is one of several 
Western style songs popular at Japanese weddings. 
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Sir Henry Bishop's melody can be heard in the underscore of "The Wizard of Oz" (1939) as 
Dorothy speaks the words "There's no place like home". It is quoted in Sir Henry Wood's 
"Fantasia on British Sea Songs" and in Alexandres Guilmant's "Fantasy for Organ" Op. 43. 

While the tune is British, the words are decidedly American, written by John Howard Payne while 
living abroad for the drama "Clari, the Maid of Milan". The play was turned into an opera and this 
song had great success. Payne himself lived without a true home most of his life. After his 
mother died when he was 13, he moved about a lot. 

In 1967 Sinji Iwamure wrote a new Japanese wedding hymn to this melody. It is one of several 
Western style songs popular at Japanese weddings. 
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Eb Û««««B
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This polka was named for the famous Swedish singer, Jenny Lind. She was called the “Swedish 
Nightingale”.  She knew Hans Christian Andersen from her tour in Denmark and three of his 
fairy tales were inspired by her, “The Ugly Duckling”, “The Angel” and “The Nightingale”. She 
became friends with Felix Mendelssohn  when she toured  Germany . It was P.T. Barnum that 
brought Jenny Lind to the United States. He’d learned of her when he toured Europe and 
though he never heard her sing, he knew that the hall was always sold out for her 
performances. Barnum offered her $1,000 a night plus expenses for up to 150 performances. 
The contract was eventually renegotiated to Lind’s favor and she earned $250,000 for 93 
performances. Much of her earnings went to charities. $1,000 went to build a church in 
Chicago and $5000 went to a Swedish friend, Poly Von Schneidau to purchase a new camera 
for his studio, a camera used to create one of the earliest daguerreotypes  of Abraham Lincoln. 
The Jenny Lind archive is kept at North Park College near Chicago. 
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This polka was named for the famous Swedish singer, Jenny Lind. She was called the “Swedish 
Nightingale”.  She knew Hans Christian Andersen from her tour in Denmark and three of his 
fairy tales were inspired by her, “The Ugly Duckling”, “The Angel” and “The Nightingale”. She 
became friends with Felix Mendelssohn  when she toured  Germany . It was P.T. Barnum that 
brought Jenny Lind to the United States. He’d learned of her when he toured Europe and 
though he never heard her sing, he knew that the hall was always sold out for her 
performances. Barnum offered her $1,000 a night plus expenses for up to 150 performances. 
The contract was eventually renegotiated to Lind’s favor and she earned $250,000 for 93 
performances. Much of her earnings went to charities. $1,000 went to build a church in 
Chicago and $5000 went to a Swedish friend, Poly Von Schneidau to purchase a new camera 
for his studio, a camera used to create one of the earliest daguerreotypes  of Abraham Lincoln. 
The Jenny Lind archive is kept at North Park College near Chicago. 
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This polka was named for the famous Swedish singer, Jenny Lind. She was called the 
“Swedish Nightingale”.  She knew Hans Christian Andersen from her tour in Denmark and 
three of his fairy tales were inspired by her, “The Ugly Duckling”, “The Angel” and “The 
Nightingale”. She became friends with Felix Mendelssohn  when she toured  Germany . It was 
P.T. Barnum that brought Jenny Lind to the United States. He’d learned of her when he 
toured Europe and though he never heard her sing, he knew that the hall was always sold 
out for her performances. Barnum offered her $1,000 a night plus expenses for up to 150 
performances. The contract was eventually renegotiated to Lind’s favor and she earned 
$250,000 for 93 performances. Much of her earnings went to charities. $1,000 went to build 
a church in Chicago and $5000 went to a Swedish friend, Poly Von Schneidau to purchase 
a new camera for his studio, a camera used to create one of the earliest daguerreotypes  of 
Abraham Lincoln. The Jenny Lind archive is kept at North Park College near Chicago. 
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children away from their parents.  Typical of the Negro spirituals, this song conveys both a 
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Composed for the New York Christy Minstrels, Foster originally agreed (with payment) 
to allow E.P. Christy to be listed at the creator of the work. It has been the state song of 
Florida. Though Foster never saw the Swanee River this song  was responsible for 
bringing tourists to Florida to see the river.  It was called an "Ethiopian Song" as the 
lyrics are sung from the view point of a black man. They are often viewed today as racist, 
however, Foster strongly supported the Aboliltionist Movement. 
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Old Smokey refers to one of the tall hazy peaks in the Blue Ridge Mountains in the 
Southern Appalachians, a few miles from Asheville, North Carolina.  The people who settled 
there were from Ireland, Scotland and England. This American song grew out of the 
traditional love for song that these immigrants brought with them.  In the early 19th century 
when many of these mountain people moved west, they took this songs with them. Eventually 
everyone on the Southeast Trail knew it. The song appeared in the Gene Autry movie Valley 
of Fire. The recording by The Weavers used an arrangement by Pete Seeger, and was made 
on February 21, 1951. It was released by Decca Records and reached #2 on the Billboard chart 
and #1 on the Cash Box chart, and sold over a million copies. 
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Alternate titles include The Creole Girl and Pontchartrain.  This is commonly 
thought of as a traditional Creole love song. which takes the form of a ballad, a 
form that tells a (usually long) story. 
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Written during the Victorian age, a time when classical music lovers preferred the music of European 
composers, this semi-classical song was first introduced in 1898 and was a failure.  DeKoven was 
composing during the ragtime era but his main interest was operetta. He first caught the public's 
attention with "Robin Hood" which opened in Chicago on June 9, 1890, the same year that Lyon and 
Healy built their first pedal harp in Chicago. This harp was sturdier than European harps, with 2000 
moving parts.   

Written in 1889 and , the temperamental leading soloist in the production flew into a rage during the 
first performance declaring that there was not one song in the operetta that suited her voice. When 
she threatened to quit, DeKoven went to the orchestra pit and played and sang "O Promise Me" from 
memory.  Davis fell in love with the song, eventually cutting it for a seven-inch Berliner disc, which has 
been reissued on Music From the New York Stage, 1890 - 1920, Volume 1 (Pearl 9050). In the early 
twentieth century, it was recorded many times. Rob Roy, which opened in 1894, may have been De 
Koven's most popular operetta in that it was the show to have the longest run, but no song in Rob 
Roy appealed to the public for long, in contrast to "O Promise Me" from Robin Hood. For the better 
part of a century this song was popular at weddings both in the States and in England.  When it 
debuted, there were 42 states and the Dakota Territory had just been purchased from the Sioux 
Indians. 
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This classic folk ballad was nearly lost until Alan Lomax, curator of the Archive of American 
Folk Song for the Library of Congress found it in Kentucky in 1932.  It became a pop hit when 
The Animals recorded it during the British Invasion in 1964. More popular today than in the 
times of the early settlers, it has a place on the RIAA Song of the Century list and received a 
Grammy Hall of Fame Award in 1999.  There are several theories about the meaning of the 
House of the Rising Sun. Some say it is a metaphor for a brothel, others that it refers to the  
slave pens used to hold slaves at auction.
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This classic folk ballad was nearly lost until Alan Lomax, curator of the Archive of American 
Folk Song for the Library of Congress found it in Kentucky in 1932.  It became a pop hit when 
The Animals recorded it during the British Invasion in 1964. More popular today than in the 
times of the early settlers, it has a place on the RIAA Song of the Century list and received a 
Grammy Hall of Fame Award in 1999.  There are several theories about the meaning of the 
House of the Rising Sun. Some say it is a metaphor for a brothel, others that it refers to the  
slave pens used to hold slaves at auction.
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published that year. Sales the first year were moderate, about 2000 copies but sales were 
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Protestant. The Titanic sunk a year earlier and Tin Pan Alley was publishing popular music at a 
furious pace. This composition is very different from the likes of Alexander's Ragtime Band.      
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This lovely (sea ) chantey began on land, originating in the  region of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. The 
lyrics refer to a trader who had fallen in love with the daughter of Indian Chief Shenandoah. It became widely 
popular by the 1840s, the era of the fast clipper ships. It was used on ships as a "capstan chantey", where the 
sailors push the capstan bars around and around in order to joist the heavy anchor.  

Musically historical events of significance in the Midwest in the 1800s:
1834: John Baptiste Beaubien brings first piano to Chicago
1834:  Mark Beaubien brings the first violin to Chicago.
December 1835: The Chicago Harmonic Society is established., the first musical organization in Chicago. 
1860: Wurlizter Company opens a branch store in Chicago. 
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Written by vaudeville singer Charles Lawlor during a visit to a friend in New York, this 
became an almost instant hit. It was common during this time for impatient composers to 
sell the rights to their songs for a few thousand dollars. This song sold well over a 
million copies. When the copyright expired 28 years later, Lawlor renewed it. The song 
was so popular that during the New York's World's Fair in 1939 auto horns played the 
phrase "boys and girls together". No wonder Lawlor renewed his copyright to this gem. 

Harpist Alphonse Hasslemans was writing music in France at this time.  He had already 
been professor of harp at the Paris Conservatory for over 20 years. His students count 
among them Henriette Renie, Lily Laskine, Carlos Salzedo, and Marcel Grandjany and 
many of their students are actively performing today.  The Hershey chocolate bar was 
introduced in 1894.      
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Written by vaudeville singer Charles Lawlor during a visit to a friend in New York, this became an 
almost instant hit. It was common during this time for impatient composers to sell the rights to their 
songs for a few thousand dollars. This song sold well over a million copies. When the copyright 
expired 28 years later, Lawlor renewed it. The song was so popular that during the New York's 
World's Fair in 1939 auto horns played the phrase "boys and girls together". No wonder Lawlor 
renewed his copyright to this gem. 

Harpist Alphonse Hasslemans was writing music in France at this time.  He had already been 
professor of harp at the Paris Conservatory for over 20 years. His students count among them 
Henriette Renie, Lily Laskine, Carlos Salzedo, and Marcel Grandjany and many of their students are 
actively performing today.  The Hershey chocolate bar was introduced in 1894.      
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Joseph Brackett was born in Cumberland, Maine (1797) and joined the Shakers in 
Gorham, Maine. He became the first minister of the Maine Shaker Society.   Some Shaker 
manuscripts indicate that this is a dancing song and the alternate title of the tune is “Lord 
of the Dance”.  Aaron Copland used this in his  score for Martha Graham’s ballet 
Appalachian Spring  (1944)and he set it again for voice and piano in his set Old American 
Songs (1950). 
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When Sarah Hannah Sheppard of Tennessee was sold as a slave in 1847, she was to be separated  
from her baby. As the day approached, she threatened to throw herself and her baby into the 
Columbia River rather than be a slave in Mississippi and lose her child.  An old woman overheard 
and encouraged Sarah to "Let the chariot of the Lord swing low", an image of God's reaching down 
to save his people. She then prophesied that the child would do great work for the Lord and she 
encouraged Sarah not to do it. Sarah heeded the advice, returned home and allowed herself to be 
sent to Mississippi. Her daughter, Ella Sheppard Moore enrolled in Fisk University and joined the 
Jubilee Singers and toured with them from 1871 until 1878 at which time she went to try to find her 
mother. She found her mother and brought her to live with her in  Tennessee. Sarah composed this 
song long before her daughter came and found her. Influences of it can be heard in Anton Dvorak's 
New World Symphony in the coda of the first movement.  

The NBC Coast to Coast network was established in 1926.  Duke Ellington was performing with "The 
Washingtonians" and Louis Armstrong was recording with his "Hot Five" and "Hot Seven" groups. 
The microphone was in use and full orchestras could now be recorded.            
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When Sarah Hannah Sheppard of Tennessee was sold as a slave in 1847, she was to be separated  
from her baby. As the day approached, she threatened to throw herself and her baby into the 
Columbia River rather than be a slave in Mississippi and lose her child.  An old woman overheard 
and encouraged Sarah to "Let the chariot of the Lord swing low", an image of God's reaching down 
to save his people. She then prophesied that the child would do great work for the Lord and she 
encouraged Sarah not to do it. Sarah heeded the advice, returned home and allowed herself to be 
sent to Mississippi. Her daughter, Ella Sheppard Moore enrolled in Fisk University and joined the 
Jubilee Singers and toured with them from 1871 until 1878 at which time she went to try to find her 
mother. She found her mother and brought her to live with her in  Tennessee. Sarah composed this 
song long before her daughter came and found her. Influences of it can be heard in Anton Dvorak's 
New World Symphony in the coda of the first movement.  

The NBC Coast to Coast network was established in 1926.  Duke Ellington was performing with 
"The Washingtonians" and Louis Armstrong was recording with his "Hot Five" and "Hot Seven" 
groups. The microphone was in use and full orchestras could now be recorded.             

==========================& œ»»»» »»»» »»»» »»»»
Amœ œ œ »»»» »»»»œ

Emœ œ»»»» wDm7 œ_»»»» »»»»œC »̇»»» œ»»»» œ»»»» .
F œ»»»»J «̂«««j

C

«̂««« . œ»»»» »»»» »»»» »»»»œDm7 œ œ »»»» »»»»œ œ
G7 œ»»»» w

C wll ll ll ll ll ll ””

Negro Spiritual

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot
         

     

Short Cuts © Barbara Fackler 2008
www.hornandharp.com/publications

Songs of America compiled by Barbara Ann Fackler 



==========================& b C «̂«««
F

«̇««« «̂««« «̂««« .
Bb
«̂«««j «̂«««j

F

_̂«««« . «̂««« «««« «««« ««««
Dm

ˆ ˆ ˆ «««« ««««ˆ
Amˆ œ»»»» w

Gm7 œ»»»» »»»»œ
F «̇««« œ»»»» «̂««« .

Bb
«̂«««j «̂«««j

F

_̂«««« .ll ll ll ll ll ll

==========================& b «̂««« «««« «««« ««««ˆ
Gm7

ˆ ˆ «««« ««««ˆ ˆ
C7

«̂««« w
F

«̇««« . «̂««« œ»»»»J «̂««« «̂«««j«̂««« «««« «««« ««««ˆ ˆ ˆ «««« «««« «««« ««««ˆ ˆ ˆ ˆ «̂«««j_̂«««« . «««« «««« «««« ««««ˆ ˆ ˆ ˆ «̂««« ««««̂ œ»»»»ll ll ll ll ll ll

==========================& b »̇»»»
C7 Œ œ»»»» œ»»»»

F œ»»»» «̂««« «̂««« «̂««« «««« «««« ««««ˆ
Bb
ˆ ˆ «̂«««j_̂«««« .

F

«̂««« «««« «««« ««««
Dm

ˆ ˆ ˆ ˆ̂«««« ««««̂̂ «̂«««
C7

w
F «̂«««F «̇««« «̂««« «̂««« .

Bb
«̂«««j«̂«««j

F

_̂«««« .ll ll ll ll ll ll ll

When Sarah Hannah Sheppard of Tennessee was sold as a slave in 1847, she was to be separated  
from her baby. As the day approached, she threatened to throw herself and her baby into the 
Columbia River rather than be a slave in Mississippi and lose her child.  An old woman overheard 
and encouraged Sarah to "Let the chariot of the Lord swing low", an image of God's reaching down 
to save his people. She then prophesied that the child would do great work for the Lord and she 
encouraged Sarah not to do it. Sarah heeded the advice, returned home and allowed herself to be 
sent to Mississippi. Her daughter, Ella Sheppard Moore enrolled in Fisk University and joined the 
Jubilee Singers and toured with them from 1871 until 1878 at which time she went to try to find her 
mother. She found her mother and brought her to live with her in  Tennessee. Sarah composed this 
song long before her daughter came and found her. Influences of it can be heard in Anton Dvorak's 
New World Symphony in the coda of the first movement.  

The NBC Coast to Coast network was established in 1926.  Duke Ellington was performing with 
"The Washingtonians" and Louis Armstrong was recording with his "Hot Five" and "Hot Seven" 
groups. The microphone was in use and full orchestras could now be recorded.       

      

==========================& b «̂««« «««« «««« ««««
Dm

ˆ ˆ ˆ «««« ««««ˆ
Amˆ œ»»»» w

Gm7 œ»»»» »»»»œ
F «̇««« œ»»»» «̂««« .

Bb
«̂«««j«̂«««j

F

_̂«««« . «̂««« «««« «««« ««««ˆ
Gm7

ˆ ˆ «««« ««««ˆ ˆ
C7

«̂««« w
F

wll ll ll ll ll ll ””

Negro Spiritual

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot
         

     

Short Cuts © Barbara Fackler 2008
www.hornandharp.com/publications

Songs of America compiled by Barbara Ann Fackler 



==========================& C w
C «̇«««Am »̇»»» wDm7

wG
7 wDm wG7 wC wll ll ll ll ll ll ll ll

==========================& w
C «̇«««Am »̇»»» wDm7 wG7 wDm »̇»»»G

7 »̇»»» wC wll ll ll ll ll ll ll ll

==========================& wE »̇»»» . œ»»»»
Amw »̇»»» »̇»»» wC »̇»»» »̇»»» wAm wll ll ll ll ll ll ll ll

Carrie Jacobs-Bond included this in the first collection of songs she published. When Boston 
Opera Company's Jessie Bartlett Davis began to sing her songs she began to receive notice. I 
Love You Truly  was published as a separate song in 1906 and was the turning point of her life. 
She sang this song for Presidents Teddy Roosevelt, Warren G. Harding and Calvin Coolidge by 
invitiation to the White House. In 1920 it made #1 on Billboard Magazine's charts.
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Originating sometime around 1880, this is a magical American hobo song. When the 
railroad grew, the hoboes took advantage and were able to move about the country 
quickly and easily. By the time a hobo reached the Ozarks, they'd heard this song. By 
the 1930's, hillbilly singers took the song  to radio.  
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The Appalachian Mountains were settled by English, Scottish, Irish and Welsh immigrants. 
The lyrics to their music reflects the difficulty of carving out a living in the rugged 
conditions they found there.  In speaking of the region, Woodrow Wilson said that "In these 
mountains is the original stuff of which America was made." By the War of 1812 this song 
was widely known in the young country of the United States. It was a favorite spiritual in its 
day and was sung at many revival meetings.  

French harpist Robert Nicholas Charlse Boscha, court harpist to Napolean Bondaparte 
left France in 1817 (the year Madison left the White House) to escape arrest for forgery, was 
convicted in absentia and heavily fined. He  toured the United States and was called a "wag" 
by the Boston Times. His concerts often ended with improvisations on songs requested by 
the audience and amoung the most popular requests were Yankee Doodle and The Star 
Spangled Banner. 
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day and was sung at many revival meetings.  

French harpist Robert Nicholas Charlse Boscha, court harpist to Napolean Bondaparte 
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convicted in absentia and heavily fined. He  toured the United States and was called a "wag" 
by the Boston Times. His concerts often ended with improvisations on songs requested by 
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This hymn tune, Wondrous Love, is typical of an American hymn tune. It was popular with the 
shaped note and Sacred Harp singing, which was in full use by 1844 when the first shaped note 
hymnal was published. Many of the songs were in a minor or modal scale, like this one which is 
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This melody probably came from an English children's game song called "Lucy Lockett". It's 
said that Oliver Cromwell wore an Italian-style hat with a long brown feather in it, called a 
"macaroni". The term Yankee was  a term the British soldiers used to call the New 
Englanders and was derived from either the Dutch work "Janke" or the from the way the 
native Americans' pronounced the word "English" as "Yenghis". The term "doodle" meant a 
half-wit or fool.   

The pedal harp was introduced in Paris in the 1740s. This was the era of classical composers 
Mozart, Haydn, and the early music of Beethoven.  Italian harpists Pescetti and Dussek 
wrote for these early pedal harps. When harpist Nicanor Robert Charles Boscha toured the 
United States in the 1820s this was a popular encore request. He would oblige audiences with 
a spontaneous improvisation of variations on this tune. 
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First published in 1831, this was revived first in 1917, then again in the mid-20th century. 
This is the title John Valentine gave the song but it's also been known as All Around My 
Hat (1830) and She Wore a Yellow Ribbon (1954) when Ralph Flanagan recorded it for a 
movie of the same name. In 1951 Tommy Tucker and Eddie Miller both recorded it and 
radio broadcasts shot it up the charts. During WW I it was used by the U.S. Army. Mitch 
Miller (1958) and Bing Crosby (1962) both recorded it as well.  Roy Rogers and Dale 
Evans used it in the first movie they shared together,  The Cowboy and the Senorita of 
1944. 
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Texas legend holds that Emily West, a  free black woman seduced the commander of the 
Mexican forces, distracting the enemy and helping to win victory for Sam Houston's troops 
in the Texas War of Independence. 
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