Chord Study

four note chords in root position

Practice placing all 4 notes of the chord all at once. Repeat the
pattern over and over until you hand has this shape memorized.

You will learn a C major chord first, place your 4th finger on the red
C, while your thumb also plays a red string.

Right hand practice:
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Chord Study: 4 note chords page 2 of 7
Now you are ready to arpeggiate the chord. Place at the
beginning of each measure exactly like you did on the first
page, but instead of playing all 4 strings at once, play them
one after the other, starting with the bottom note first.
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Practice alternating the patterns you know. Place at the beginning
of each measure the same way, grabbing all 4 notes at the same
time. Keep the shape of this chord memorized in both hands.

Right hand practice:
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Practice alternating hands. Remember that the chord you'll play in
each hand feels the same. Place at the beginning of each measure
the same way, grabbing all 4 strings at the same time. Keep the
shape of this chord memorized in both hands.

Right hand practice: Left hand practice:

0 _ _

i

/]

A Right hand practice: Left hand practice:

% === - -

i

—5/): - -

© Barbara Ann Fackler 2009 www.hornandharp.com



Chord Study: 4 note chords page 5 of 7

The next step is to learn to find the chord shape you now have
memorised, on any set of strings. Start wth a C major chord, which you
now know well, and move up one step to a new chord each time you
place. Start with right hand, then learn it with your left hand.

Right Hand practice
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This page gives you a chance to practice with your left hand.

Left hand practice
C Dm Em F
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Now you are ready to play the chords with both hands. Remember, the
shape of the root position chord never changes. Practice this often enough tc
keep it memorized. Learn to recognize it in the context of the music you are
learning.
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